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PLAN AHEAD
Check out the calendar of upcoming events 
for move-in weekend.
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SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
Eastern quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo and 
wide receiver Erik Lora look forward to the 
upcoming season, including the season 
opener against San Diego State.
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Soaking up the last few sunshine rays of 
summer before it sizzles away, members of the 
University Board have planned a three-day 
long tropical-themed celebration. 
To greet new students arriving on Eastern’s 
campus for the rst time, the Welcome Back 
Weekend will be titled “Welcome to Pant-
herdise,” and from ursday to Saturday will 
feature activities centered on beach and trop-
ic themes. 
Kara Butorac, the UB chairwoman, said UB 
events have always had themes. 
“We love having themes and being like pun-
ny about it. I feel like that’s the UB way,” she 
said, laughing. 
“Welcome to Pantherdise” is the overarching 
theme of Welcome Back Weekend, and each of 
the days will have separate themes relating to 
it, Butorac said. 
Sponsored by the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union, the Union Bookstore, the 
EIU Parent’s Club, the EIU Counseling Cen-
ter and Papa John’s Pizza, each day will have its 
own slew of activities for students. 
“ey’re just some fun summer themes that 
are getting you back into the school vibe, the 
school spirit,” she said. 
New Student Mixer
Kicking off Welcome Back Weekend for 
freshmen and transfer students will be the New 
Student Mixer, titled “Blua.”
e mixer will be at 8 p.m. ursday in the 
South Quad. 
e main attraction to the mixer will be a 
foam dance party, Butorac said. 
“A company is coming in, setting up a pool-
like thing and then it’ll have beans, and over-
head it’ll have lights, and the foam will just 
come down from the top,” Butorac said. 
She also said the mixer is an opportunity for 
freshmen and transfer students to come togeth-
er to socialize, as they are all in similar situa-
tions.  
“Anybody can come,” Butorac said. “It’s just 
that the new students will be there and it’ll be 
their opportunity to get to know other new 
students.”
Butorac said one of the challenges about 
putting on the mixer and Welcome Back 
Weekend was not having a solid idea of where 
it would go during the summer months. 
“At the beginning of the summer we didn’t 
have a concrete idea, so one of the challeng-
es was hammering it out over the summer and 
getting everything ready to go with that,” she 
said. 
Butorac said the mixer is a great way for stu-
dents to get to know one another before the 
school year. 
“They’re already going to Playfair, I think 
they’re required to do that, so they’re already 
there and then there’ll be music, food and 
fun,” she said. 
Up All Nite
Taking center stage at 7 p.m. Friday in the 
Union will be a hypnotist, featuring a blend of 
comedy and hypnotism during the “Honoblu-
lu” themed Up All Nite. 
Butorac said Rich Aimes, the hypnotist, rep-
resents a dierent take on the UB’s Up All Nite, 
because there has not been an Up All Nite that 
centers around a particular performer. 
“We’ve had comedy acts in the past, but 
those are always in 7th Street Underground, so 
they don’t get as much attention as they de-
serve,” she said. 
By Jarad Jarmon
Student Governance editor 
@den_news
Celebrating the start of the fall semester, student 
government will be hosting “Make it a Blue Night” 
from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Sunday in the South 
Quad.
The night will include giveaways and perfor-
mances from the Panther Marching Band, Pink 
Panther dance team and the Eastern cheerleaders.
Student Body President Kaylia Eskew said this 
will be the ninth year of this celebration.
“It is big tradition where we (Eastern) come to-
gether,” Eskew said. “It’s a unity.” 
is will be the rst year Eskew has run the cel-
ebration.
 Eskew said the night will start with a pre-show 
at 7:30 p.m. hosted by Darnell Tyms, student vice 
president of student aairs. 
e pre-show will have a performance by the 
dance group Rhythm and X-tacy.
Alumni will also be serving hotdogs during the 
pre-show.  
Eskew said they will also be giving away pom-
poms and thunder sticks. 
After Eskew, Tyms and Omar Solomon, an ad-
missions counselor, welcome everyone to the night 
the marching band and Billy the Panther will per-
form.
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Festive First Days
Panthers greeted with celebration
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Tradition 
to kick off 
school year
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Welcome to Eastern
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Eastern students enjoy the activities of last year’s move-in weekend. Above: Head football coach Dino Babers addresses students at the First 
Night mixer hosted in the South Quad on August 19, 2012. Left: The marching band drumline performs during the new student photo at 
O’Brien Field on August 17, 2012. Right: Students dance at the Barnyard Bash New Student Mixer in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union on August 15, 2012.
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Groups welcome 
Great place to study Meet wi
th friend
s
Charleston’s Favorite 
Restaurant
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Omlets, Scramblers,
Pancakes and French Toast
Freshly Baked Muffins
Sandwiches
Homemade Soups
Daily “Blue Plate” Specials
“Strawberry Bread”
Open Every Morning until 2 PM and 
Thursday and Friday until 8 PM
There’s More to Charleston
Than Lincoln Street!
See Our Beautiful Town Square
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409 7th Street, Charleston, IL     217-345-7427     www.whatscookin.info
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By Stephanie Markham
Verge Editor
@den_verge
Students willing to momentarily 
surrender their freewill could get the 
chance during an upcoming perfor-
mance by comedic hypnotist Freder-
ick Winters.
Winters has been hypnotizing East-
ern students for 11 years, and accord-
ing to his website, he has put on more 
than 2,000 shows and hypnotized 
more than 155,000 people.
Winters said it all started on Hal-
loween night during his freshman year 
of college at Northwestern University.
He said an interest in psychology 
prompted him to see a hypnotist per-
form at his school that night, and he 
was riveted by the presentation.
“I couldn’t believe the power he 
had over these people,” Winters said. 
“And actually, you learn that you have 
no power over people as hypnotists, 
but that’s what it looks like.”
Winters said he was mentored and 
even became close friends with the 
hypnotist who inspired him, and he 
went on to become certied in hyp-
notherapy.
Showing people how powerful real 
hypnosis can be is what Winters said 
he enjoys most about performing for 
audiences.
“A lot of people come up to me af-
ter the show and say ‘I never believed 
in this until I saw your work,’” he 
said.
Winters said being hypnotized is 
similar to being in a dreamlike state.
“It’s kind of like how you can y in 
your dreams,” he said. “When I hyp-
notize people, I can make them think 
they can y, but I wouldn’t do it just 
so they don’t take a ying leap o the 
stage.”
When people are hypnotized, they 
are not unconscious, rather they enter 
an altered state of consciousness that 
is focused on the hypnotist’s voice, he 
said.
“We’re kind of taking away critical 
thinking, so when you calm the mind 
down with people in a state of hyp-
nosis, they’re not challenging you, and 
they take whatever suggestions I give 
them very practically as fact,” he said.
He said hypnosis essentially takes 
logical people like students and plac-
es them in illogical situations.
“I can hypnotize someone and say, 
‘When I snap my finger, your bel-
ly button is gone and you can’t find 
it anywhere,’” he said. “en they can 
look straight at the thing and not rec-
ognize it.”
Winters said some people resist en-
tering hypnosis because of nervous-
ness or other factors, so he only pulls 
people on stage who have volun-
teered.
“Some people are a little tougher, 
but it doesn’t mean they can’t be hyp-
notized, it just means that their sub-
conscious isn’t ready at that moment,” 
he said.
Although he makes students do 
funny things, Winters said it is im-
portant that the show is in good taste 
and people are not embarrassed.
Dawn Howe, secretary of the Resi-
dence Hall Association, said a perfor-
mance by Winters would be a great 
way to kick off the school year be-
cause he always puts on a great show.
“I think the audience really likes it 
because a lot of people want to be that 
one to get hypnotized,” she said.
Campus Activities Magazine named 
Winters the Entertainer of the Year in 
2006 and Best Male Performer in 2010.
Jody Stone, the associate director 
of residential life and conference ser-
vices, said in an email that the crowd 
for Winters’ shows have grown from 
about 400 to 600 over the past 11 
years.
“It is important for students to 
know that Frederick has four differ-
ent shows, so any student who attend-
ed last year will be guaranteed to see a 
new show,” Stone said.
Stone said the Residence Hall As-
sociation would be giving out more 
than $500 in rae prizes at the end 
of the show.
Winters’ performance will be 3 
p.m. Sunday in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Martin Luther King Jr. Univer-
sity Union.
Stephanie Markham can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
SUBMIT TED PHOTO
Frederick Winters has performed as a hypnotist at Eastern for 11 years, and 
he will perform at 3 p.m. on Sunday in the Grand Ballroom at the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union.  
Hypnotist to mesmerize students 
“A lot of people come 
up to me after the show 
and say ‘I never believed 
in this until I saw your 
work’”
-Frederick Winters, hypnotist
FIRST NIGHT | ENTERTAINMENT
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One may think living in the residence 
halls is an easy adjustment, but it is not like 
home.
I hate to break it to the freshmen and 
transfer students living on campus, but the 
dorm life is dierent and can be dicult to 
adjust to. I suggest making new friends and 
you can all try to help one another adjust to 
not having mom and dad there when you 
need something.
e friends you make in your residence 
hall can make your adjustment easier. My 
rst year at Eastern, I wasn’t only new, but I 
was a transfer student. I met some returning 
students and freshmen that made my adjust-
ment to dorm life easier, and now they are 
like my family. 
Having found these friends resulted in 
having an open door policy in my room for 
anyone who ever needs or needed to talk.
In the dorms, the resident assistants are 
there to talk to if you need them, but they 
won’t be your alarm clock or remind you 
to study. ey are students too. Life in a 
dorm doesn’t have to be hard; having per-
sonal touches of home with you will help 
you adjust. Bring pictures of home, a favor-
ite snack or a favorite blanket you can curl 
up under. 
Being a transfer student is also a hard 
adjustment and even more so if you have 
never lived on another campus before. You 
are not as new, you are bringing credits and 
experience with you, so you are more like-
ly to nd returning students easier to con-
nect with.
at nal adjustment comes to those who 
may have never had to share a bathroom or a 
bedroom. Unless you have bought out your 
room, you probably have a roommate. 
You might have a roommate agreement, 
but you also have to sit down with your 
roommate and talk about boundaries. Bet-
ter to gure them out now than to wait and 
have problems later.
Bathrooms are not bad, but they do take 
some getting used to. ere is something 
about knowing someone is showering next to 
you that still gets to me, but it reminds me 
of summer camp. If you have ever been to 
summer camp you will be ne. 
It may be stressful at rst, but the bottom 
line is to try to make it as home-like as pos-
sible.
Oh, and don’t ever forget your shower 
shoes.
Emily Provance is a senior journalism major. 
She can be reached at 581-2812 
or denopinions@gmail.com
Emily Provance
Learn how to live, love the residence hall lifestyle
DRAWN FROM THE EASEL
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The Daily Eastern News. 
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identication to The DEN or to the  DENopinions@
STAFF EDITORIAL
As new freshmen and transfer students 
spend their rst days at Eastern, they will 
make important rst connections.
When dealing with the stress of moving in, 
guring out campus and trying to nd your 
place, here are some things to keep in mind.
Meet the people in your residence hall and 
your roommate. Also make sure you know 
who the resident assistants are in your build-
ing. ey are there if you need them. is will 
also be the best time to make friends, and they 
could become some of your best friends for 
now and the future. 
Get to know your roommate. You have to 
live with this person, so this weekend will be 
the prime time to bond. Once classes start, 
you will be on dierent schedules and may not 
have the hangout time you will now.
Go to the events planned for the weekend. 
ese will help you see Eastern and get a true 
feel of who we are.  e activities are not only 
designed for entertainment but to help you 
acclimate to your new environment.
Get organized. You have the time to get 
your room set up and your mind prepared for 
school. Once classes start, you will be busy. 
is is also the time to get your books. Some 
students wait until after classes start, but you 
will want them sooner rather than later. 
Figure out your schedule. Remember when 
you were that senior in high school seeing the 
freshmen trying to nd their classes? Well, it’s 
your turn again. Take the time to print out 
your schedule and walk around campus to 
nd out where all your classes are. 
When you’re done walking around campus, 
map out in your mind how you’re going to go 
about your days. Will it be class, room, class 
or class, class, food. is will help you gure 
out what you will need to have with you dur-
ing the day.
Remember to take advantage of the time 
you will have these rst few days. It will only 
last for so long.
This might all be very new to you, and if 
that’s the case, I’m jealous.
You might be an incoming freshman at 
the beginning of your collegiate journey, 
or you might be a transfer student who left 
your old home for a new one here.
In either case, if these are your first few 
days at Eastern, welcome and congratula-
tions.
You’ve got a new life here, and you can 
build it the way you want. It comes with 
new friends, a chance to pursue your pas-
sions or discover new ones, and opportuni-
ties to build yourself a better future.
The newness of your time here might be 
scary. You may not know who these new 
friends of yours will be, or what kind of 
future you want to build right now. That’s 
OK, you don’t need to figure this out right 
away.
is new life will take work. Whatever pas-
sions you have you’ll want to give them your 
all, whatever friends you make you’ll want to 
respect and whatever future you build you’ll 
want to make sure it’s a good one.
You’ll have decisions to make. These 
will be tough, and you will want to think 
them over carefully, but you won’t be alone. 
Remember, you just joined a new commu-
nity. This means in addition to your old 
support system, you’ve now got a team of 
professors, advisers, administrators, resi-
dent assistants and fellow students who can 
potentially all offer you a helping hand.
In addition to all those people, you’ll also 
have us. We are staff of The Daily Eastern 
News. We are reporters, photographers, edi-
tors, designers and artists working every day 
to put together the best publication we can 
to serve you.
We are all students developing our own 
passions while looking out for the campus 
we are proud to call home.
No one else can cover Eastern like we can. 
The News is the first draft of our universi-
ty’s history; your history. We are part of your 
Eastern family, and we will support you the 
best way we know how.
Our goal is to tell your story. Let us know 
the best way to do this. Give us a call, email 
us or even reach out on Facebook or Twit-
ter. If you would rather chat in person, our 
newsroom is located at 1811 Buzzard Hall. 
Stop by and say hi, we want to hear your 
thoughts and concerns.
If our paper is something you’d like to 
contribute to, absolutely let us know. 
Many of our paid positions are open, and 
we are always looking for writers, photogra-
phers, designers or anyone looking to hone 
their skills. 
No experience is necessary, and we will 
help teach you what you need to know.
We are your paper, and we want to serve 
you. 
Our staff is here to help during your first 
days, and we will be here until graduation. 
Welcome home.
Seth Schroeder is a senior journalism major. 
He can be reached at 581-2812 
or denopinions@gmail.com
Seth Schroeder
The News will be with you every step of the way
Socializing 
can be key 
to first days
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Square
Call Momma Marsha! 
Big Momma’s $2 Bus
Safe Reliable Transportation
Thursday-Friday-Saturday 
Nights 9pm-2am
Call 217.276.7223
Don’t Drink and Drive!
 
 Last minute housing for 1-3 persons 
 Great Locations, Good Places 
Many include Cable & Internet 
  
 
              
 
1512 A Street, P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489, Fax 345-4472 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
PUSH YOUR WAY THROUGH THE COMPETITION!
ADVERTISE IN THE DEN!
581-2816
Get running.
217-581-2816
ey will be followed by the cheer-
leaders, Pink Panthers and then the 
Eastern athletic teams.
Once in the quad, the marching 
band will play the EIU Fight Song 
while accompanied by the cheerleaders 
and the Pink Panthers on stage. 
Following the ght song, the cheer-
leaders will perform, followed by an-
other group performance with the 
Pink Panthers and the Panther March-
ing Band. 
e cheerleader squad captain Allie 
Moran said that they will be preform-
ing tradition cheers in order to get new 
cheerleaders use to the cheers and to 
show support to Eastern.
“I am definitely excited about the 
rst night,” Moran said. “It is a perfect 
way to wrap up the weekend and it ex-
emplies what EIU stands for.”
e cheerleaders will also be teach-
ing the crowd the ght song.
In addition to the fight song, the 
EIU War Chant will also be played 
and taught at the event. 
J. Corey Francis, the assistant di-
rector of bands, originally wrote the 
chant last year, which was rst played 
at the last game of the football season.
“I think it will really catch on with 
new students.” Francis said. “I think it 
will be really big for our band.
The marching band and the 
Pink Panthers will then perform 
again. 
“Make it a Blue Night” will end 
with the teaching and singing of the 
Alma Mater.
Student government will then be 
handing out 500 T-shirts.  
Jarad Jarmon can 
be reached at 217-581-2812 
or jsjarmon@eiu.edu. 
» TRADITION CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
On Sunday, the Residence Hous-
ing Association will be hosting their 
own hypnotist, a scheduling Bu-
torac said was an oversight. 
“They’re two different people, so 
hopefully they’ll have enough vari-
ety,” she said.  “And I think not as 
many students will be on campus 
for ours, so hopefully the ones who 
missed ours can go to theirs so ev-
erybody can get a taste.”
Butorac said Aimes would be giv-
ing his performance in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Union and every-
thing else during Up All Nite would 
branch off from there. 
“The hypnotist is right away at 
the beginning, and if they don’t 
want to go to that they can go over 
to the other things,” she said. 
Other activities filling the night 
are a part of what Butorac calls 
“Creation Stations.”
“For Up All Nite we’re going 
to have more tropical beach party 
theme,” she said. “We’ll have make 
your own flip-flops, they’re going to 
have little towels with airbrush, and 
then we’ll have the usual caricature 
and sand art and things like that. 
And of course, free T-Shirt give-
aways here.”
Butorac added one of the good 
outcomes of having Up All Nite 
center around a performer, and 
then have activities on the side, 
was being able to make sure stu-
dents were entertained throughout 
the evening. 
“So it’s like you get use of the 
whole night,” Butorac said.  “We 
want you there enjoying the whole 
night.”
Quakin’ in the Quad
Rounding out the schedule of 
“Welcome to Pantherdise” is the 
“Blue Lagoon”-themed Quakin’ in 
the Quad.
At 7 p.m. Saturday in the South 
Quad, students can gather to listen 
to music, eat food, and ride a me-
chanical great white shark. 
Not a mechanical bull, Butorac 
said, but in keeping with the tropic 
theme, students can try their hand 
at staying on a mechanical great 
white shark. 
For those who might not be in-
terested in riding the shark, Butorac 
said other activities would be avail-
able. 
“There’s also this surfing thing, I 
think it’s like a blow-up, and you’re 
riding a surfboard,” she said. “We 
have other inflatables.”
In addition, there would also 
be what Butorac called “Wet and 
Wild” games for students to partic-
ipate in. 
She also said Quakin’ in the 
Quad was the big celebration for 
food. 
“This is the night we also have a 
lot of food,” Butorac said. “We have 
tropical food, like ka-bobs, shaved 
ice, hamburgers, hotdogs. Papa 
John’s is donating. We’ll have pizza 
and food for everyone.”
Quakin’ in the Quad will be act-
ing as the grand finale for “Wel-
come to Pantherdise,” she added. 
This is the big one, Butorac said. 
All of the other days are leading up 
to Quakin’ in the Quad. 
“And then First Night is right af-
ter that,” she said. “It’s all getting 
you ready for school to start.”
Bob Galuski can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or rggaluski@eiu.edu.
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Amanda Krch, a junior special education and elementary education major, searches for her textbooks at Textbook 
Rental Monday.  Textbook Rental is open Monday to Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for students to pickup their books 
before classes begin.
Check out our website for pictures, prices, 
and more tricountymg.com  217-348-1479 
WELCOME BACK STUDENTS!!! 
Call today to get your 
personal rate on our 
1, 2, & 3 Bedrooms!! 
***Immediate Occupancy Available***  
FLEXIBLE RATES  
& LEASES 
$100 OFF  
Security  
Deposit Some 
units pet 
friendly 
Some  
Utilities 
included  
ELCO E BACK STUDENTS!!!
*** IMMEDIATE CCUPANCY VAILABLE***
FL I L  T S      
& LEASES
  Call today to get your     
pers  te on y           
1, 2, & 3 Bedro !!
Check out  ebsite for pictures, prices,             
and more t i ty g.co  217-348-1479 { }
{ } { }
 OFF 
rity 
sitSome 
units pet 
friendly
Some 
Utilities 
included
Mattoon:
Min. after hr.
:03 LifeSpan Center
:10 Cross County Mall (Sears Entrance)
:13 Prairie & 1st St.
:17 CVS Pharmacy
:20 Amtrak
:25 32nd & Cedar St. (South East Corner)
:29 21st & Commmercial St.
:34 1617 Lakeland Blvd. (LLC Adult Ed Center)
:38 1804 S. 9th (across from Williams School 
south driveway)
:46 Mattoon Marketplace (East Side)
:55 Carle clinic
Charleston:
Min. after hr.
:03 LifeSpan Center
:14 County Market
:18 EIU Student Union
:21 Save-A-Lot
:27 Wal-Mart
:31 Coles County Public Health
:35 6th & Monroe Ave.
:37 119 W. State St.
:44 Post Office (Northwest Business Park)
:53 Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center
The ZIP LINE is a convenient and inexpensive way to get within 
or between Mattoon and Charleston.
Only $0.50! 
No reservations required!
Monday - Friday routes begin at 8am. Last route at 4pm.
(Each way, per person)
Traditional Dial-A-Ride services still available.
For more information, call
1-800-500-5505 or 217-639-5169
Or visit us online at www.dialaridetransit.org
$$For sale
Secluded 3 bedroom home with walk 
out basement, stocked pond on +/- 4 
acres with pole barn. In Cumberland 
county. 618-407-1083.
________________________ 7/11
House for sale, close to EIU. 3 BR, 3 
BA, 2-car garage, privacy fence. 217-
345-6300, ask for Debbie.
________________________ 8/23
Help wanted
The Penalty Box Bar & Grill on 4th 
street has openings for security per-
sonnel, waitresses, and bar tenders. 
Download application at thepenalty-
box.net  Call Sarina at 217-923-1801 
leave message.
________________________ 8/20
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For rent
4, 5, 6, 7 BR houses near campus. W/D, 
dishwasher, trash and mowing includ-
ed. Pets possible. 345-6967.
________________________ 8/21
2, 3, 4 BR Apts. near campus. Furnished 
or unfurnished. Trash included. $265. 
345-6967.
________________________ 8/21
Large 3 BR townhouse, very nice, 2 1/2 
Bath. Finished basement, W/D, dish-
washer. 345-6967.
________________________ 8/21
Available now/Fall 2013: one, two and 
three fully furnished apartments. New 
ceramic, plank ooring, leather furni-
ture, skylights, fully furnished living 
room and bedroom, vaulted ceilings in 
some units. Lincoln Avenue and Divi-
sion street locations. For additional in-
formation/ tour call 217-508-6757 or 
write to 
777aboveandbeyond@gmail.com
________________________ 8/21
3, 4 & 6 BD houses. W/D, dishwasher, 
trash pickup included. $250-$300/bed-
room 217-273-2292.
________________________ 8/23
CLOSE!!! Apts. for 1-3. Grads and Un-
dergrads. www.woodrentals.com. 
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor, 
345-4489.
________________________ 8/30
For rent
FALL ‘13- ‘14: 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS. BU-
CHANAN STREET APTS. CHECK US OUT 
AT BUCHANANST.COM OR CALL 
345-1266
________________________ 8/30
1 BEDROOM APTS. WATER AND 
TRASH INCLUDED. OFF STREET 
PARKING. $390/MONTH 
buchananst.com or call 345-1266
________________________ 8/30
Fall 2013: 2 BR, extra large, close to 
campus, nice quiet house. A/C, W/D, 
water, and trash included. No pets. 
$275/person, $550/month. 
217-259-9772.
_________________________ 9/3
Very nice 2, 3 & 4 bedroom. Fire-
place, dishwasher, granite, air 
conditioning. 1/2 block from cam-
pus and rec center. 217-254-0754 
or 217-317-3085.
________________________ 9/13
Newly remodeled houses. 3, 4, 5 BR 
217-962-0790
________________________ 9/20
1 & 2 bedroom apts. for Fall. Good 
locations, all electric, A/C, trash 
pick-up & parking included. Locally 
owned and managed. No pets. 
345-7286 
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
________________________ 9/30
For rent
YOU WILL NOW ADVERTISE IN THE DEN
phone: (217) 581-6435
website: eiu.edu/nsp
e-mail: nsp@eiu.edu
your transition to campus
hit the
ground running
FOOTBALL
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SPORTS Sports EditorAnthony Catezone217 • 581 • 2812DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: The #EIU women’s soccer team will have open walk-on tryouts on Wed. Aug. 21.
By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor
@AldoSoto21
The Eastern football team was 
ranked No. 19 by CollegeSports-
Madness.com, making it the fifth 
top-25 ranking in the preseason.
Expectations have skyrocketed 
heading into the 2013 season after 
winning the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence title a year ago under first-year 
head coach Dino Babers.
Babers’ elusive offense led the 
OVC with 5,651 total yards, falling 
second to Murray State in average 
yards per game and average points 
per game.
Wide receiver Erik Lora, the 
OVC Athlete of the Year, and quar-
terback Jimmy Garoppolo lead the 
fast-paced Panther offense return 
for their senior seasons.
Garoppolo has his eyes focused 
on week one at San Diego State.
“I’m looking forward to every 
game,” Garoppolo said. “San Diego 
State is the first one and it’s a big 
one.”
Lora, Garoppolo’s favorite target 
from a year ago, also said he is look-
ing forward to the West Coast trip 
at the end of August.
“There are a couple of games on 
the schedule that are circled, defi-
nitely,” Lora said. “San Diego State 
being our first game and coming 
back from (last season) that’s a big 
one.”
Aside from the season opener on 
Aug. 31, Lora said he is very much 
looking forward to the Panthers’ 
conference opener against Eastern 
Kentucky.
In 2012, the Colonels finished 
second to Eastern in the OVC at 
6-2 and in the head-to-head match-
up in Richmond, Ky., the Panthers 
walked away with a 24-7 win.
Garoppolo was 32-of-51 and 
threw a touchdown, but also tossed 
two interceptions to the OVC’s best 
scoring defense.
Lora f inished the game with 
10 receptions and 97 yards with a 
touchdown as Eastern Kentucky 
held the Panthers to their lowest 
point total in any conference game 
that season.
“ey have always given us a good 
match,” Lora said. “We have always 
had tough games against them so, I 
don’t think anything has changed.”
e top two teams from the OVC 
will take to O’Brien Field on Sept. 
28, for Eastern’s family weekend.
A week before Eastern’s rst con-
ference game, fans willing to make 
the nearly four-hour commute to 
Dekalb will see potential Heisman 
candidate Jordan Lynch quarterback-
ing Northern Illinois’ oense.
Lynch became the first player in 
FBS history to run for more than 
1,500 yards (1,815) and throw for 
more than 3,00 yards (3,138).
The Huskies’ quarterback led 
Northern Illinois to 12 straight wins 
and the school’s rst ever BCS berth 
in the Orange Bowl.
Kicko is set for 6 p.m. in Huskie 
Stadium on Sept. 21.
Entering his second year as coach 
of the Panthers, Babers said he wants 
his team to be even faster than it was 
in 2012.
Babers’  saw Eastern score 49 
points against Southern Illinois to 
start last season, but if anyone had 
doubts about the team’s potential, 
Lora’s breakout performance against 
Murray State three weeks later an-
swered at least some questions as to 
how good the Panthers could be.
Lora set an Eastern and OVC re-
cord with 21 receptions and set a 
school-record with 269 receiving 
yards, which led the Panthers to a 
50-49 overtime-win against the Rac-
ers.
Year two under Babers has seen 
the team train harder during the o-
season to gain muscle strength in the 
legs, Lora said. 
Lat year, the Panthers were among 
the fastest teams in the OVC, but 
this year, Babers expects his team to 
even faster.
It may be hard to top last year’s 
game, but Eastern and Murray State 
will meet on Nov. 9, in Murray, Ky., 
pitting the OVC’s top two oenses 
from last season.
Aldo Soto can be reached 
at 581-2812 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
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Panthers look toward schedule
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
MEN’S SOCCER
Soccer preseason begins Friday
By: Michael Spencer
Sta Reporter
@tmskeeper
The Eastern men’s soccer team 
has a full slate of exhibition matches 
scheduled before the season official-
ly begins on Aug. 30 against Uni-
versity of Illinois-Chicago.
Eastern will open preseason exhi-
bition play at 6 p.m. Friday at Lake-
side field, where the team will par-
ticipate in the Blue and White In-
trasquad competition.  
The Panthers will then face St. 
Xavier at 2 p.m on Aug. 17 at Lake-
side Field.
Eastern saw St. Xavier in the pre-
season last year when the Panthers 
drew 1-1 after leading for nearly the 
entire second half. 
Eastern conceded a late goal from 
a set piece free kick to level the 
score with only seconds left in the 
match.
The preseason will continue for 
the Panthers in Indianapolis to play 
Butler on Aug. 20 before returning 
home for the final leg of the exhi-
bition schedule against Dayton on 
Aug. 24.
Adam Howarth, an alumnus of 
Eastern in his 14th  season as head 
coach, said earlier this summer that 
his biggest problem with the way 
the Panthers ended their 3-13-1 
campaign last season, was that they 
fell short of his expectations.
In addition to winning only three 
matches, a percentage of just .206, 
the Panthers were just 1-5-1 in con-
ference, leaving them last place in 
the Summit League.
A large part of that battle was 
sorting out defensive issues, partic-
ularly at the centerback position, 
Howarth said.
Additionally, an early injury to 
goalkeeper Evan Turner led soph-
omore Garrett Creasor to see the 
field in 11 matches during his fresh-
man season.
Despite a less than positive 2012, 
the Panthers rebounded in the off-
season, only losing once in spring 
play, a record that Howarth attri-
butes to his team’s new attitude.
“In the spring we took a very 
much different approach in our 
preparation in terms of our play,” 
he said. “We did some things that 
I think created a good atmosphere 
around the team. I think it was a re-
ally positive spring.”
Part of that preparation involved 
selecting a new team captain. 
The sixteen players returning for 
the 2013 season picked senior mid-
fielder Jake Plant.
Plant is a native of Birmingham, 
England, and joined the team last 
season from Northern Iowa Com-
munity College.  
Plant played in 17 games in 
his first season with the team and 
scored two goals. 
He was also selected for the Sum-
mit League academic honor roll last 
fall.
Eastern added a particularly large 
recruiting-class for 2013 as 10 new 
players have found their way to the 
Panther’s roster.
“We will find out in preseason 
who is going to be the best and who 
steps up,” Howarth said.
Michael Spencer can be reached 
at 581-2812 or at tmspencer2@eiu.
By Aldo Soto 
Assistant Sports Editor
@AldoSoto21
Eastern’s women’s athletics had a 
bit of an overhaul beginning on May 
16 when Debbie Black was hired as 
the new women’s basketball coach.
But it didn’t stop there.
Nearly a month after Kim Schuette 
accepted the head coach position for 
Purdue’s softball team, Angie Nich-
olson was named Eastern’s softball 
coach on July 19.
e nal change came on Aug. 1, 
when Jason Cherry became the wom-
en’s soccer interim head coach just 22 
days before the start of the season.
Debbie Black
Black last worked as an assistant 
coach at Ohio State under the tute-
lage of head coach Jim Foster.
During her time as a Buckeye, the 
Saint Joseph’s graduate was part of a 
coaching sta that saw six conference 
championships in eight seasons.
Black began her coaching career as 
an assistant in 1999 at Vanderbilt.
In 1999, she was drafted in the sec-
ond round of the WNBA draft by the 
Utah Starzz. A year later, she began 
playing for the Miami Sol. 
During her time in Miami (2000-
02), Black earned a WNBA defensive 
player of the year award at the age of 
35. Black nished her playing career 
in Connecticut, spending three years 
with the Sun before her retirement in 
2005.
Angie Nicholson
Nicholson compiled a 211-152 
record during her seven years as the 
Cleveland State softball head coach. 
Nicholson coached Cleveland State 
to a pair of Horizon League regular-
season championships in 2008 and 
2010. Cleveland State also won the 
conference tournament title in 2009, 
which gave the school its rst NCAA 
appearance since 1997.
Prior to her coaching stint at 
Cleveland State, Nicholson spent the 
2006 season as Butler’s coach and also 
coached Ursuline College, an NAIA 
school for one season as well. In that 
one season at Ursuline College, Nich-
olson coached the team to 25 wins, 
22 more wins than the previous sea-
son.
Jason Cherry
Cherry was announced as the 
women’s soccer coach interim head 
coach less than a month before the 
team’s season began and only a week 
before the team reported to preseason 
camp.
Cherry joined the Eastern coach-
ing sta in 2012 as an assistant coach.
Cherry was the top assistant coach 
at Western Illinois from 2008-11 and 
later became part of the East Caroli-
na coaching sta during the 2011 sea-
son. 
In his one year at East Carolina, 
the Pirates advanced to the Confer-
ence USA tournament semi-finals 
after a three-year absence from the 
tournament.
Cherry makes his head coaching 
debut against Oakland at home on 
Aug. 23 starting at 3 p.m. at Lake-
side Field.
Aldo Soto can be reached 
at 581-2812 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
New staff 
arrives 
at Eastern
Erik Lora, red-shirt senior wide receiver, runs the ball toward the endzone during the game on September 29, 2012 against Austin Peay at O’Brien Field.
Blue and White 
Intrasquad 
competition 6 p.m. 
at Lakeside Field
